
JANETTE ANN BERTNESS

RHODE ISLAND WORKERS' COMPENSATION COURT
One Dorrance Plaza

Providence, RI  02903
Phone:(401) 458-5000
Fax:  (401) 221-3121

e-mail: jbertness@courts.state.ri.us

EXPERIENCE

1993 - Present Associate Judge, Rhode Island 
Workers' Compensation Court. Trial and Appellate
cases.  Rotating Chair of Appellate Division.

1987 - 1993 Litigation Associate, Roberts, Carroll, Feldstein &
Peirce, Inc., Providence, RI

General civil trial practice - concentration in 
workers' compensation and insurance defense.

1988 - 1992 Registered Lobbyist, Rhode Island
  Representing private industry and industrial trade  

groups.

1986 - 1987 Judicial Law Clerk, Supreme Court of Rhode Island,
for the Honorable Florence K. Murray.  Performed 

legal research, wrote draft opinions, memoranda and
speeches.

1985  (Summer) Law Clerk, Sugarman and Sugarman, P.C., Boston,
MA.  Performed legal research, writing and 

discovery.

1981 - 1983 Chemist, Pfizer, Inc., Groton, CT.
Performed research on the development of new drugs 

and wrote research reports.

1979 - 1981 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Brown University.
Instructed laboratory; administered pre-laboratory 

lectures and problem sessions; corrected examinations
and laboratory reports.

EDUCATION



1999 - Present Candidate, Master of Judicial Studies, National 
Judicial College, Reno, Nevada

1986 J.D., Suffolk University Law School, Boston, MA, 
cum laude.

Honors: Technical Editor, Suffolk University Law 
Review, 1985-86.

Staff Member, Suffolk University Law Review,
1984-85.
Dean's List, 1984-86.

1981 M.S., Organic Chemistry, Brown
University, Providence, RI.
Awards: Research Fellowship Award,
American Cyanamid, 1980.
Activities: President, Chemistry
Graduate Students, 1980-81.  
Staff Member, Natural Products Highlights, 

departmental journal, 1981.

1979 B.A., Chemistry, Clark University,
Worcester, MA.

BAR MEMBERSHIPS

1986 Rhode Island.

1987 U. S. District Court, Rhode Island.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

2000 - Present Member, Joint Committee on Professionalism and
Civility.

1999 - Present Designated Contact Person, complaints of sexual 
harassment in the workplace.

1999 - Present Member, Rhode Island Bar Association, New 
Lawyer's Committee.

1997 - Present Regent, International Association of Industrial 
Accident Boards and Commissions (I.A.I.A.B.C.).

1997 - Present Sub-chairperson, Future of the Courts Committee.

1997 - 2000 Member, Senior Advisory Panel for 5th Edition of 
AMA Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent     

Impairment.



1996 - Present Faculty, International Workers' Compensation 
College, Sponsored by the International 
Association of Industrial Accident Boards and 
Commissions (I.A.I.A.B.C.).

1996 - Present Member, Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics.

1996 - Present Member, National Association of Women Judges.

1996 - Present Member, American Judicature Society.

1995 Assistant to the Dean, 22nd International Workers'
Compensation College, Newport, RI.  
Sponsored by the I.A.I.A.B.C.

1994 - 2000 Member, Board of Directors, Rhode Island
Legal/Educational Partnership 
(Past President 1994-1996)

1994 - Present Member, Rhode Island Bar Foundation.

1993 - Present Presiding Judge, Rhode Island Mock Trial 
Tournament.

1993 - Present Delegate, Rhode Island Trial Judges Association.

1992 - 1993 Performance Judge, Rhode Island Mock Trial 
Tournament.

1987 - 1994 Member, Rhode Island Bar Association.
Member, Workers' Compensation Bench/Bar 
Committee.
Lecturer, Young Lawyers Clerkship Program.

1986 - Present Member, Rhode Island Women's Bar Association.

1986 - Present Member, American Bar Association.

PUBLICATIONS

Survey, Applying Workers' Compensation Benefits 
to Satisfy Support Claims of Family Dependents, 
19 Suffolk U.L.Rev. 473 (1985).

Survey, Prior Arson Conviction
Admissible in Civil Action to Bar



Collection of Fire Insurance Proceeds, 
19 Suffolk U.L.Rev. 415 (1985).

Comment, The Supreme Court Abandons
Probable Cause as a Requirement for
Student Searches in Favor of a
Reasonableness Standard, 19 Suffolk
U.L.Rev. 1023 (1985).


